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We are continuing our summer sermon series as we ask and answer the question; “What did Jesus do?” 

Before you can ever hope to answer the question what would Jesus do…in this or that situation you must first know what Jesus did do by way of an example during His earthly ministry. 

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Luke chapter 11, Luke 11 starting in verse 37 as we read what Jesus did when He Confronted Hypocrisy.

But before we get there, chapter 11 opens with the disciples asking Jesus to teach them to pray. 

Pastor Peter covered that last week as we saw that Jesus was: a person of prayer, he set a pattern of prayer, and he was persistent in prayer.

Then in verse 14 we find Jesus driving out a demon. Then in Luke 11:15 we read that “…some of them said, “By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons.”
Verse 16 goes on: [saying] “Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.” (To validate his message and authority.)
In Matthew’s gospel we are told that it is the Pharisees who say this. Mark’s gospel tells us that is was the “teachers of the Law”.

The teachers of the law were Pharisees but they were also like the seminary professor for the Pharisees. These were the experts in the Law of God and in all the traditions of the Pharisees. 

Basically the Pharisees were saying that Jesus drove out this demon by Satan’s power, and it was the experts of the Law who sought to test him.

Jesus responds, knowing what these Pharisees and experts of the Law were thinking. 
First he deals with the charge that he is using Satan’s power to drive out the demon. 

In Luke 11:17 Jesus “…said to them: “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.” 

In other words, Satan can’t attack himself.

Then, skipping down to verse 29, Jesus responds to their request for a sign to prove who he was and by what authority he drove out the demon.

In verse 29 “…Jesus said, “This is a wicked generation. It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of Jonah. 

Remember Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights. And we know that Jesus himself would spend three days and three nights in the tomb.

But beyond that, the real sign of Jonah was the message he preached, the word from God, a message of repentance and a warning of coming judgment. 

Look at what Jesus goes on to say in Luke 11:32: “The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.”
“When the people of Nineveh heard the Word of God through the prophet Jonah they repented. You have heard the Word of God from His own Son and have rejected it!”

This is a pronouncement of judgment and warning to the Pharisees and the experts of the Law because they had rejected Jesus and His message.
But then, all of a sudden, something strange happens. 
At least it seems strange to me. Jesus has for all intensive purposes just rebuked these Jewish leaders.  And then we read in Luke 11:37:

“When Jesus had finished speaking, [i.e. finished rebuking them] a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 

Now let me pause here for a second. Jesus encounters the Pharisees and these experts of the Law often throughout the gospels. 

Who are they? Good questions! I’m glad you asked. 
You can tell by the text here that they are religious leaders in Jesus’ time but let me give you a little bit of background into who they were.

Way back when Solomon, the son of King David, built the First Temple in Jerusalem, there was a man by the name of Zadok.

Zadok was a descended of Aaron—Moses’ brother Aaron who was the first High Priest in Israel. Under Solomon Zadok would become the first high priest to serve in the new temple in Jerusalem. 

And descendants of Zadok would serve as High Priest over Israel for centuries to come. This Zadokite dynasty would rule the temple and the religious life in Israel for centuries until it ended around 160BC. 

With the absence of clear leadership after the demise of the Zadokite priesthood three groups, the Sadducees, Essenes, and Pharisees began to strive for control and claimed the right to lead the religious life of Israel. 

By the time of Christ’s birth, the Essenes, who are attributed with writing the Dead Sea Scrolls, had for the most part dropped out of public life and became a network of close-knit communities, kind of like communes out in the desert.

That is probably why the Essenes are not mention in the New Testament.

The Sadducees and Pharisees continued to compete for control of the temple and the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin was the main religious ruling council or assembly in Jerusalem.

In Jesus’ day the Sadducees were dominant. But, the Pharisees remained an influential minority in Jerusalem, and had been mounting a successful campaign to win the hearts of the people.

The Sadducees rejected the extrabiblical traditions of the Pharisees, embracing only the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Bible) as canonical, or authoritative. 

This may explain why they did not believe in the resurrection of the dead since it is not explicitly mentioned in the Pentateuch.

Then there were the Pharisees. At the heart of the Pharisees’ conception of religion was the belief that the Babylonian Exile was caused by Israel’s failure to keep the Law (The Mosaic law-found in the first five books of the Bible). 

Remember when King Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army sieged Jerusalem it was devastating. 10’s of thousands of people died. 

The temple of God that Solomon built was destroyed and all the articles of worship in the temple were taken away to Babylon along with much of the remaining population. 
And the Jews would remain in exile for some 400 years.

Because of this the Pharisees believed that keeping the Law was both an individual and a national duty. 

So the experts of the law set about “hedging” (or putting fences around) the Mosaic Law with precepts and oral traditions in an attempt to make it’s almost impossible to break the Law. 

In other words, they set up additional laws and regulations as boundaries, hedges, if you would, to keep people from breaking The Law of God.
For example, the Law of God says, remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. Ok, that’s law. 
But how do you keep the Sabbath holy? One way to keep the Sabbath holy is to do no work on the Sabbath. Sounds good. 

But now here is where we start to get into trouble. 
To make sure that no one did anything to break the Law concerning the Sabbath the Pharisees tried to set up hedges though their traditions.

If, say, walking can be a form of work. Then no one should walk on the Sabbath. But wait I have to walk to get to the synagogue. 
So through their traditions the Pharisees said ok, you can walk on the Sabbath but you can only take so many steps before without it counting as work and you can only walk for certain reasons.

They continued to add to these laws, precepts, and customs down through the years. They took these precepts to such extremes that the original intent of the written law was for the most part lost all together. 

To the Pharisee, keeping the law (both written and oral) was everything. And at times, the keeping of their traditions even outweighed the Law itself. 

The condition of your heart towards God was unimportant so long as outwardly you conformed to the law and traditions, especially to the laws that had to do with purity, not being outwardly defiled (like not touching a dead person or even walking on grave).

And it was because of their strict observance to the laws of purity, they kept themselves separate from sinners (especially gentile sinners on whom they looked down), for fear of being defiled.

Now back to our text. It is these same Pharisees who have just invited Jesus to dinner. 

In reading this passage this week it struck me to see that Jesus was eating “with” the Pharisees. I’ve thought of Jesus eating with sinners, tax collectors and His disciples. 

I have even noticed that often in these situation Pharisees were present. But this is the first time I had notice that Jesus was invited to eat with them. 

In fact we see it again in chapter 14 where Jesus is once again eating with the Pharisees but that time it is on the Sabbath. (That might be a good afternoon read for you today.)
But for now let’s look again: Luke 11:37-38 “When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised.”     

Keep in mind that in Jesus’ day showing hospitality to a guest in your home was a big deal. The same was true of honoring your host if you were the guest. And sharing in a meal together meant more than just eating at the same time.
This was not come over to my house after church and we’ll heat up some leftovers! For a Pharisee to invite Jesus into his home would have been a big deal. Everyone would know about this and people would talk.

As a host, in this culture, your reputations would be on the line. There are social and cultural ramifications. Your social standing in the community could be affected by a meal like this.

It is a formal deal and there or formal ways of doing things.

Just imagine getting invited to a formal state dinner. You walk in and there is a little name plate with your name on it. 

Around the table you see dignitaries, ambassadors, people of influence and power. And they all look like they know exactly what to do and what is expected of them.

Then, when you sit down, you see so many forks, knives and spoons in front of you can’t count them all. 

And you know that if you blow it and use the wrong fork or drink from the wrong glass everyone else at the table will see it. 
You will be embarrassed and you will embarrass your host who invited you as well.

A meal at a Pharisees house was not a state dinner but there would have had protocols and customs to follow as well.

But also keep in mind that a meal in the first century was also a very personal and intimate thing. A meal was communal, intimate. 
It was a time to linger, talk, and connect. It wasn’t 1:45 in the microwave!

Imagine this. You come over to my house for dinner. 

In what looks like it is our dining room you see a very low table. Around the table you notice that there are no chairs, only cushions and pillows. 

When dinner is ready I invite you and the other guest to recline at the table. So you look and watch as the other guest get down on the floor with their feet pointed out away from the table as they prop themselves up on the cushions. 

The next thing you notice is that at this table there are no utensils. No forks, no spoons, and no knives. In a first century home your hand was the main utensil.


There might not even be enough glasses for each guest…you might have to share with your neighbor!

There are only a couple serving utensils for that matter, maybe one ladle in a bowl of soup and one knife suck in a leg of lamb that everyone would use when they wanted to cut off a hunk of meat.

After the blessing you watch as I take a basket of what looks like pita bread, rip off a peace and use like a scoop eating from common dishes in the center of the table. Dishes that we all eat from!
You can see why, at least on one level, the Pharisees would notice that Jesus didn’t wash before eating. 

But their issue wasn’t about hygiene. Their issue was with the keeping of their traditions. In Mark 7:5 we read: “So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean’ hands?”
Back in Luke 11:39-41 we read: “Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give what is inside [the dish] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.”
Here is the heart of the issue. Look guys. You worry about the appearance of righteousness, not about being righteous.

Jesus then gives them these three woes. A woe is a pronouncement of pending grief and sorrow as a result of judgment. 
Here are three ways, Jesus says to these men, that you have shown the uncleanness of your heart and therefore will be judged.

First: Luke 11:42-44 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 

Now Jesus is not saying that they should not tithe, give 10% of what they have. But what He is saying is that tithing doesn’t buy God’s favor.

They neglect justice, or concern for the poor and needy around them which is an indication of what’s going on, on the inside—in their hearts, showing that they don’t really love God.
43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.
They took pride in their works of righteousness. They relied on their own ability to keep the Law. And ultimately their acts of righteousness were for men to see, which showed that they wanted to get the praise of men not the approval of God.

There was no humble submission to God’s grace and forgiveness. There was no dependence upon God. There was no faith!

44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it.”    

This tickles me. Here is Jesus having a meal in the home of a Pharisee.  
Remember the Pharisees are all about keeping ceremonially clean. 
This whole discussion started when the Pharisee noticed that Jesus hadn’t ceremonially washed before the meal. 
And here Jesus is basically saying; no guys, you are the ones who are unclean, you unmarked graves.

Rather than guiding the people to God, they caused people who followed them to be unclean. Just as unmarked graves, when walked on, would make you unclean, even without the person who walked on knowing it (Num. 19:16), following the Pharisees will make a person unclean.
The Pharisees feared contamination, to be ceremonially unclean, but Jesus pointed out that their greed, pride, and wickedness was not only making them unclean but it was making the entire nation unclean.

At this point one of the other dinner guests speaks up. Look at Luke 11:45; “One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us also.”
You insult us! You think! 
When Jesus deals with the widow, the sick, the outcast, the sinner He shows tender mercy care grace and forgiveness.

But to the self-righteous, prideful, hypocrites he comes down hard. 

But there is a reason He does so. 
Read on: Luke 11:46 “Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.  

These “experts” in the Law could load down the people with extra burdens and heap the legalism on. But didn’t help them come to the truth.

In fact these so called experts were really good at using the Law to keep from having to use their possessions in caring for the poor and the needed-as the Law required.

Let pick up again in Luke 11:47: Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed them. 48 So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you build their tombs. 
[Skip: 49 Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’]
Skip down to verse 50:

Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctuary. 
Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all.

In the Old Testament when the people of Israel were in rebellion against God they would often kill the prophets that God sent to call His people to repentance. 
It was a sign that they were rejecting God’s word and authority.

By saying that these experts of the Law were building tombs for these prophets He was in fact saying that they were in agreement with those who killed the prophets.

And so the Pharisees are as guilty as the people who killed the prophets because they too have rejected God, His word and authority putting their self-righteousness and traditions above God.
Then the last woe comes in verse 52: Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.”
And this gets at the crux of the whole thing. The Pharisees and the experts of the law had misused the word of God-the Bible.

They added to it and twisted it and used it as a tool for their own pride and self-righteousness. They used it to beat down and control other people.

They had in fact so missed used it that they themselves had not come to the truth. And this is what got Jesus so hot, hot with righteous anger.

These so called religious leaders were in fact keeping the people from coming to the true knowledge of God because they so miss-handled God’s word with their legalism and traditions.

Ok, so what DID Jesus do?! Good question. I’m glad you asked.

Jesus ate a meal. Think about that. When was the last time your family sat down and ate together? I’m not talking about hoofing down a few bites before you head out in different directions to whatever is next on the calendar.

This is especially true for you parents as school will be starting back up soon. It is amazing how sitting down together over a meal can open up lines of communication. 
Sometimes it will even be an opportunity for those tough conversations that need to be talked about intimately with your loved ones.

What did Jesus do? Jesus dealt with heart issues. 
Whether He is talking to the woman caught in adultery, a man born blind, or the self-righteous Pharisee he always goes for the heart, where is your relationship with God, not the external outwardly things. 

What did Jesus do? Jesus willing spoke truth, even when it wasn’t popular. 
Dana was visiting back in Pittsburg last weekend when the topic homosexuality came up over the breakfast table. 

One of her nieces said: Who are you to judge? 
What I would have liked to have said was you are right. Really none of us are to judge. I can’t judge anyone. But neither can you.

Judging what is right or wrong is not up to you or me, or public opinion polls or politicians, or Hollywood.

God and God alone is Judge of all, and His word judges. Speaking the truth to the Pharisees wasn’t popular. And I bet it wasn’t even easy. And it certainly offended some of them

Jesus’ harshest rebukes were for those people who claimed to understand and represent God’s word.
What did Jesus do? Jesus was gospel focused. 
His biggest beef with the experts of the Law and the Pharisees was that their form of religion had become a hindrance to the gospel.

Folks, we need to know the truth of God’s word and we must be willing to speak the truth like Christ.

But we must be careful that we do not become like the Pharisees and start adding to the gospel.

We need to care enough about people to be bold and speak the truth of scriptures. And we must be willing to live out that truth in our own lives.

Benediction  

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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